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that flames would soon rise from the town. Christophe, threat-
ened by sea and by land by two bodies of foes, determined to
set fire to the Cape. After distributing torches to his soldiers,
and to all who were devoted'to so sacred a cause, he called-the
Almighty Protector of liberty to witness that he was driven to
extremity, and commenced the conflagration with his own resi-
dence, decorated in a costly manner by the arts of luxury.
An ocean of flames rose in the air; roofs fell in all on fire ; and
in those flames the black man saw the preservation of his lib-
erty. The appearance of the fleet, the blood of blacks and
whites flowing on two parts of the coast, terror, confusion, the
loss of so much "wealth, awoke in all hearts the former furies of
freedom and slavery. At the sight of the flames, which
changed night into day, those passions painted themselves on
white as well as black countenances. But no cries, no com-
plaints were heard. Only fingers were pointed to the high
lands above the Cape where freedom might find an asylum.
The flight took place in silence, as if vengeance was deferred in
order to be more terrible. An explosion of a powder maga-
zine crowned that work of courage and despair. The flames of
the conflagration were seen nearly at the same time bythe
French fleet and by Toussaint L'Ouverture, who arrived in
the neighborhood from Santo Domingo, and who then regretted
that lie had not lost his life in the plains of the Artibonite when
he fought for France and for his country; so great was his grief.
Ho showed compassion to a multitude of old men, women, and
children, who were scattered on all the roads, and who were
flying through the mountains. How embarrassing his posi-
tion : the Cape and Fort Dauphin had been treated as hostile
cities.

Christophe, who had. set on fire his own house and the city,
'manifested a generosity too rare in war; fearing lest, in the
confusion and the tumult of the conflagration, some two thou-
sand whites with their wives and children might become victims
of his men, he conducted them into a place of safety. After
abandoning the Cape, Christophe joined Toussaint, and con-t
